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There are moments when I wish | could roll back the clock and take all the sadness 
away, but I have the feeling that if | did, the joy would be gone as well. 
— Nicholas Sparks 


Sadness and loneliness, two of many universal human emotions, have inspired numerous poets 
across time to delve into the depths of these profound feelings. For a long time, many famous sad 
poems have encapsulated the essence of loneliness and explored the theme of grief and the 


unrelenting sorrow that accompanies loss, emphasizing the permanence of his solitude. 


Some of the famous poems about sadness and loneliness delve into the complex interplay 


hetween lave sadness and the isolatinn that can accamnanv tnrediited affactinn The canfessian 
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of loneliness amid societal struggles. Another —_———_—_—___ — ooo 
experience of being misunderstood and marginalized. These verses usually convey the emotional 
weight of solitude, offering a glimpse into the internal struggle against the loneliness that can 


accompany being perceived as different. 


Overall, these famous poems about sadness and loneliness below, each a masterpiece in its own 
right, illuminate the multifaceted nature of sadness and loneliness. Through language and 
imagery, these poets invite readers to contemplate the depths of emotion, finding solace and 


understanding in the shared experience of being human. 


Albert Edelfelt (Finnish, 1854 — 1905), Woman in a boat 
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As others were; | have not seen 

As others saw; | could not bring 

My passions from a common spring. 
From the same source | have not taken 
My sorrow; | could not awaken 

My heart to joy at the same tone; 
And all | loved, | loved alone. 

Then- in my childhood, in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life- was drawn 
From every depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 
From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that round me rolled 
In its autumn tint of gold, 

From the lightning in the sky 

As it passed me flying by, 

From the thunder and the storm, 
And the cloud that took the form 
(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 


Of a demon in my view. 


2, Contrast © Emily Dickinson 


A door just opened on a street — 
|, lost, was passing by — 
and instant’s width of warmth disclosed, 


and wealth, and company. 
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Lost doubly, but by contrast most, 


Enlightening misery. 


3, Depression © Patricia A Fleming 


Depression is a monster 
That destroys both heart and soul. 
It tortures without mercy 


And consumes its victim whole. 


It cripples and disables, 
Making life too hard to cope. 
It can make each day a nightmare 


And leave a person without hope. 


Some people feel this sadness 
From the time that they are young, 
And believe that they are different 


And can’t be loved by anyone. 
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It’s reinforced by parents 
Too depressed themselves to care 
For that child they’re supposed to love, 


But instead forget is there. 


Depression can be nurtured 
Through violence and neglect 
And fists used only to degrade 


And words used to reject. 
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It’s hidden in those bullies 
Who torture and demean, 
Who use their words like weapons 


To destroy all self-esteem. 


It’s fueled by those substances, 
That are used to help escape. 
From that endless pain depression brings 


And that unbearable heartache. 
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It can cause someone to just give up, 
To lose all strength to fight. 
It can annihilate one’s very soul 


And make them take their life. 


Yes, Depression is a vulture 
That will make anyone its prey. 
There is no one who deserves it, 


And there is no one to blame. 
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We don’t need to make a judgment, 
But we need to be aware 
That those who suffer through this pain 


Just need the world to care. 


4, Alone © Edgar Allan Poe 


From childhood’s hour | have not been 
As others were; | have not seen 

As others saw; | could not bring 

My passions from a common spring. 
From the same source | have not taken 
My sorrow; | could not awaken 

My heart to joy at the same tone; 

And all | loved, | loved alone. 

Then- in my childhood, in the dawn 

Of a most stormy life- was drawn 
From every depth of good and ill 

The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 

From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that round me rolled 


In its autumn tint of aold. 
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From the thunder and the storm, 


And the cloud that took the form 


(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 


Of a demon in my view. 


5, Darkness © George Gordon Byron 


| had a dream, which was not all a dream. 

The bright sun was extinguish’d, and the stars 
Did wander darkling in the eternal space, 
Rayless, and pathless, and the icy earth 

Swung blind and blackening in the moonless air; 
Morn came and went—and came, and brought no day, 
And men forgot their passions in the dread 

Of this their desolation; and all hearts 

Were chill’d into a selfish prayer for light: 

And they did live by watchfires—and the thrones, 
The palaces of crowned kings—the huts, 

The habitations of all things which dwell, 

Were burnt for beacons; cities were consum’d, 
And men were gather’d round their blazing homes 
To look once more into each other’s face; 

Happy were those who dwelt within the eye 

Of the volcanos, and their mountain-torch: 

A fearful hope was all the world contain’d; 
Forests were set on fire—but hour by hour 

They fell and faded—and the crackling trunks 
Extinguish’d with a crash—and all was black. 


The brows of men by the despairing light 
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And others hurried to and fro, and fed 
Their funeral piles with fuel, and look’d up 
With mad disquietude on the dull sky, 

The pall of a past world; and then again 
With curses cast them down upon the dust, 
And gnash’d their teeth and howl’d: the wild birds shriek’d 
And, terrified, did flutter on the ground, 

And flap their useless wings; the wildest brutes 

Came tame and tremulous; and vipers crawl’d 

And twin’d themselves among the multitude, 

Hissing, but stingless—they were slain for food. 

And War, which for a moment was no more, 

Did glut himself again: a meal was bought 

With blood, and each sate sullenly apart 

Gorging himself in gloom: no love was left; 

All earth was but one thought—and that was death 
Immediate and inglorious; and the pang 

Of famine fed upon all entrails—men 

Died, and their bones were tombless as their flesh; 

The meagre by the meagre were devour’d, 

Even dogs assail’d their masters, all save one, 

And he was faithful to a corse, and kept 

The birds and beasts and famish’d men at bay, 

Till hunger clung them, or the dropping dead 

Lur’d their lank jaws; himself sought out no food, 

But with a piteous and perpetual moan, 

And a quick desolate cry, licking the hand 


Which answer’d not with a caress—he died. 
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The dying embers of an altar-place 
Where had been heap’d a mass of holy things 
For an unholy usage; they rak’d up, 
And shivering scrap’d with their cold skeleton hands 
The feeble ashes, and their feeble breath 

Blew for a little life, and made a flame 

Which was a mockery; then they lifted up 

Their eyes as it grew lighter, and beheld 

Each other’s aspects—saw, and shriek’d, and died— 
Even of their mutual hideousness they died, 
Unknowing who he was upon whose brow 

Famine had written Fiend. The world was void, 

The populous and the powerful was a lump, 
Seasonless, herbless, treeless, manless, lifeless— 
A lump of death—a chaos of hard clay. 

The rivers, lakes and ocean all stood still, 

And nothing stirr’d within their silent depths; 

Ships sailorless lay rotting on the sea, 

And their masts fell down piecemeal: as they dropp’d 
They slept on the abyss without a surge— 

The waves were dead; the tides were in their grave, 
The moon, their mistress, had expir’d before; 

The winds were wither’d in the stagnant air, 

And the clouds perish’d; Darkness had no need 


Of aid from them—She was the Universe. 


6, We Wear The Mask © Paul Laurence Dunbar 


We wear the mask that grins and lies, 
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And mouth with myriad subtleties. 


Why should the world be overwise, 
In counting all our tears and sighs? 
Nay, let them only see us, while 


We wear the mask. 


We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries 
To thee from tortured souls arise. 

We sing, but oh the clay is vile 
Beneath our feet, and long the mile; 
But let the world dream otherwise, 


We wear the mask! 


7, Ode On Melancholy © John Keats 


No, no! go not to Lethe, neither twist 
Wolf’s-bane, tight-rooted, for its poisonous wine; 
Nor suffer thy pale forehead to be kissed 

By nightshade, ruby grape of Proserpine; 


Make not your rosary of yew-berries, 
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And drown the wakeful anguish of the soul. 5 


But when the melancholy fit shall fall 
Sudden from heaven like a weeping cloud, 
That fosters the droop-headed flowers all, 
And hides the green hill in an April shroud; 
Then glut thy sorrow on a morning rose, 
Or on the rainbow of the salt sand-wave, 
Or on the wealth of globed peonies; 

Or if thy mistress some rich anger shows, 
Emprison her soft hand, and let her rave, 


And feed deep, deep upon her peerless eyes. 


She dwells with Beauty — Beauty that must die; 
And Joy, whose hand is ever at his lips 

Bidding adieu; and aching Pleasure nigh, 
Turning to poison while the bee-mouth sips; 

Ay, in the very temple of delight 

Veiled Melancholy has her sovran shrine, 


Though seen of none save him whose strenuous tongue 
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8, Acquainted With The Ni 
| have been one acquainted with the night. 

| have walked out in rain — and back in rain. 


| have outwalked the furthest city light. 


| have looked down the saddest city lane. 
| have passed by the watchman on his beat 


And dropped my eyes, unwilling to explain. 


| have stood still and stopped the sound of feet 
When far away an interrupted cry 


Came over houses from another street, 
But not to call me back or say good-bye; 
And further still at an unearthly height, 


One luminary clock against the sky 


Proclaimed the time was neither wrong nor right. 


| have been one acquainted with the night. 
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fewäs many and many a year ago, 
In a kingdom by the sea, 

That a maiden there lived whom you may kno! 
By the name of ANNABEL LEE; 

And this maiden she lived with no other thought 


Than to love and be loved by me. 


| was a child and she was a child, 

In this kingdom by the sea; 

But we loved with a love that was more than love- 
| and my Annabel Lee; 

With a love that the winged seraphs of heaven 


Coveted her and me. 


And this was the reason that, long ago, 
In this kingdom by the sea, 

Awind blew out of a cloud, chilling 

My beautiful Annabel Lee; 

So that her highborn kinsman came 
And bore her away from me, 

To shut her up in a sepulchre 


In this kingdom by the sea. 


The angels, not half so happy in heaven, 
Went envying her and me- 

Yes! — that was the reason (as all men know, 
In this kingdom by the sea) 

That the wind came out of the cloud by night, 
Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee. 


https://ozofe.com/top-poems/famous-poems-about-sadness-loneliness/ 15/45 


20:08 25/02/2024 27+ Famous Poems Of Sadness & Loneliness Will Make You Cry 


BHE PURIGUS PYAR SEH wards Ran shh dey 


Of those who were older than we- 


OZoFe.Com = time to read: 


18+ Profound & 

Famous Nature 

ci, »Fe@ mily < 
D... 


Omay far wiser than we- 

And neither the angels in heaven above, 
Nor the demons down under the sea, 
Can ever dissever my soul from the soul 


Of the beautiful Annabel Lee. 


For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams 
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

And the stars never rise but | feel the bright eyes 

Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

And so, all the night-tide, | lie down by the side 

Of my darling- my darling- my life and my bride, 

In the sepulchre there by the sea, 


In her tomb by the sounding sea. 


10, Desert Places © Robert Frost 


Snow falling and night falling fast, oh, fast 
In a field | looked into going past, 
And the ground almost covered smooth in snow, 


But a few weeds and stubble showing last. 


The woods around it have it — it is theirs. 
All animals are smothered in their lairs. 
| am too absent-spirited to count; 


The loneliness includes me unawares. 


And lonely as it is, that loneliness 


Will be more lonely ere it will be less — 
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They cannot scare me with their empty space: 
Between stars — on stars where no human rac 
| have it in me so much nearer home 


To scare myself with my own desert places. 


11, Remember © Christina Georgina Rossetti 


Remember me when | am gone away, 
Gone far away into the silent land; 

When you can no more hold me by the hand, 
Nor | half turn to go yet turning stay. 
Remember me when no more day by day 
You tell me of our future that you plann’d: 
Only remember me; you understand 

It will be late to counsel then or pray. 

Yet if you should forget me for a while 
And afterwards remember, do not grieve: 
For if the darkness and corruption leave 

A vestige of the thoughts that once | had, 
Better by far you should forget and smile 


Than that you should remember and be sad. 


12, Solitude © Ella Wheeler Wilcox 


Laugh, and the world laughs with you; 
Weep, and you weep alone. 
For the sad old earth must borrow its mirth, 


But has trouble enough of its own. 
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The echoes bound to a joyful sound, 


28min . o. 
But shrink from voicing care. 


OZoFe.Com ~“ time to read: 


18+ Profound & 

Famous Nature 

ci, »Fe@ mily < 
D... 


Rejoice, and men will seek you; 

Grieve, and they turn and go. 

They want full measure of all your pleasure, 
But they do not need your woe. 

Be glad, and your friends are many; 

Be sad, and you lose them all. 

There are none to decline your nectared wine, 


But alone you must drink life’s gall. 


Feast, and your halls are crowded; 
Fast, and the world goes by. 

Succeed and give, and it helps you live, 
But no man can help you die. 

There is room in the halls of pleasure 
For a long and lordly train, 

But one by one we must all file on 


Through the narrow aisles of pain. 


13, The Sick Rose © William Blake 


O Rose, thou art sick! 
The invisible worm 
That flies in the night, 


In the howling storm, 


Has found out thy bed 


Of crimson joy: 
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Does thy life destroy. 
28 min 


OZoFe.Com = time to read: 


18+ Profound & 

Famous Nature 

cj, »F ge mily < 
D... 


14, Balloons © Sylvia Plat 


Since Christmas they have lived with us, 
Guileless and clear, 

Oval soul-animals, 

Taking up half the space, 

Moving and rubbing on the silk 


Invisible air drifts, 

Giving a shriek and pop 

When attacked, then scooting to rest, barely trembling. 
Yellow cathead, blue fish— 


Such queer moons we live with 


Instead of dead furniture! 
Straw mats, white walls 

And these traveling 

Globes of thin air, red, green, 


Delighting 


The heart like wishes or free 
Peacocks blessing 

Old ground with a feather 
Beaten in starry metals. 


Your small 


Brother is making 


His balloon squeak like a cat. 


A 


https://ozofe.com/top-poems/famous-poems-about-sadness-loneliness/ 19/45 


20:08 25/02/2024 27+ Famous Poems Of Sadness & Loneliness Will Make You Cry 


SALPIMIOS POEMS OP Uae MeS 


OZoFe.Com = time to read: 


He bites, 

28 min 18+ Profound & 
Famous Nature 

Then sits cj, oF @ mily < 


D... 
Back, fat jug 


Contemplating a world clear as water. 
Ared 
Shred in his little fist. 


15, Black Bird © Laura C. Lords 


Painting is for pictures 

too hard to understand 

so let me paint you a picture 
of a girl 


who has a little too much to understand.. 


her heart was a two ton brick in her fist 
that kept her pinned 

to the exact spot on the ground 

he wanted her to be in 

when she’s 12 

and those 27 minutes felt like eternity, 


clinging to her sanity 


like the last molecule of burned up air in a gas chamber 
she slept on cindered feathers 

sucking on the bones of her rotting body 

holding back panicked breaths 

like other kids hold stuffed animals 


sinister smiling eyes 
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“You're so pretty..” 


you're so pretty. 
seeds of fear planted 
in a daughter, 

whose father, 

didn’t know, 


she couldn’t go any farther 


the limbs of her body bare branched 
creaking away from his whispered breaths 
leaves burned up with the heat of guilt 
hidden in the smoke are her pleading eyes 
her roots ripped up and flung away 

with the drop of his pants 

gritting teeth sewn shut 

with the bone needles of a broken bird 
brittle body vibrating 

against the pine tree that 

looked “so pretty,” 


two hours ago 


two bodies 

two lungs 

pressed against the cage 
that kept her soul contained 
red and blue flashes 
translate to blackness 


and 6 years later 
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melting into puddles she tried to pick up A 
with dirty hands 

and a dirty heart 

dripping into the exact consistency 

of the mud he left her in 

fingernails full of his fingerprints 

and the dew on the grass 

came from her eyes 

and the sheen off her body 

clothing buried 

and burned 

smoking up to follow the bird 


that unwillingly flew away 


blacked painting hung up 

on the pale bone frame 

those 18 years and no one taught him a shred of decency 
you’d think it should be inked into his humanity 

but no. 

she sings into the ashes 

calling it back 

lungs raw 


throat black 
she can't see his face 


she can’t know his name 


she can’t say that 
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can’t say that she breathes a storm 


then pounds her body 

until her tears turn red 

and everything goes numb again 

and she can finally believe for a second 


your hands aren't his hands 


If | knew her what could | say? 

that there’s something beautiful about skinned knees 
and the fault lines in her eyes 

and the way she scrubs her blood from the floor 
and the fact that | can’t stay quiet anymore 

the flames my guilt fans 

grow brighter when | think 

that because | didn’t speak 

he could have gone on to ruin 

another perfect thing 

a perfect thing who’s picture 


looks a whole lot like mine. 
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And tell me truly, men of earth, 
If all the soul-and-body scars 


Were not too much to pay for birth. 


17, Nothing Gold Can Stay © Robert Frost 


Nature’s first green is gold, 
Her hardest hue to hold. 
Her early leaf’s a flower; 
But only so an hour. 

Then leaf subsides to leaf, 
So Eden sank to grief, 

So dawn goes down to day 


Nothing gold can stay. 


18, Forgotten Dreams © John P. Read 


In a silent world of forgotten dreams, 
Where disappointments and heartaches lie. 
A world where hopes and dreams have died 


And bid their last goodbye. 


In a deserted land of times gone by, 
Where once we used to tread. 
Like autumn’s leaves from summer’s dreams 


Lay abandoned, cold and dead. 


Those winter chills of unfulfilled dreams 


| inaer an the araiind 
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In a silent world of forgotten dreams, 


A place we failed to breech. 
| look towards the star we wished upon 


But sadly failed to reach. 


19, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock © Thomas 
Stearns Eliot 


S'io credesse chc mia risposta fosse 

A persona che mai tornasse al mondo, 
Questa Gamma staria senza piu scosse. 
Ma perciocche giammai di questo fondo 
Non torno viva alcun, s’i’odo il vero, 


Senza tema d’infamia ti rispondo. 


Let us go then, you and |, 

When the evening is spread out against the sky 
Like a patient etherized upon a table; 

Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets, 
The muttering retreats 

Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels 
And sawdust restaurants with oyster-shells: 
Streets that follow like a tedious argument 

Of insidious intent 

To lead you to an overwhelming question.... 
Oh, do not ask, “What is it?” 


Let us go and make our visit. 
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The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the win 
The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the 
Licked its tongue into the corners of the evening, 
Lingered upon the pools that stand in drains, 

Let fall upon its back the soot that falls from chimneys, 
Slipped by the terrace, made a sudden leap, 

And seeing that it was a soft October night, 


Curled once about the house, and fell asleep. 


And indeed there will be time 

For the yellow smoke that slides along the street, 
Rubbing its back upon the window panes; 

There will be time, there will be time 

To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet 
There will be time to murder and create, 

And time for all the works and days of hands 
That lift and drop a question on your plate; 

Time for you and time for me, 

And time yet for a hundred indecisions, 

And for a hundred visions and revisions, 


Before the taking of a toast and tea. 


In the room the women come and go 


Talking of Michelangelo. 


And indeed there will be time 
To wonder, “Do | dare?” and, “Do | dare?” 


Time to turn back and descend the stair, 
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Do | dare 
Disturb the universe? 
In a minute there is time 


For decisions and revisions which a minute will reverse. 


For | have known them all already, known them all: 
Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons, 

| have measured out my life with coffee spoons; 

| know the voices dying with a dying fall 

Beneath the music from a farther room. 


So how should | presume? 


And | have known the eyes already, known them all— 
The eyes that fix you in a formulated phrase, 

And when | am formulated, sprawling on a pin, 
When | am pinned and wriggling on the wall, 

Then how should | begin 

To spit out all the butt-ends of my days and ways? 


And how should | presume? 


And | have known the arms already, known them all— 
Arms that are braceleted and white and bare 

(But in the lamplight, downed with light brown hair!) 
Is it perfume from a dress 

That makes me so digress? 

Arms that lie along a table, or wrap about a shawl. 


And should | then presume? 
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| should have been a pair of ragged claws 


Scuttling across the doors of silent seas. 


And the afternoon, the evening, sleeps so peacefully! 
Smoothed by long fingers, 

Asleep ... tired ... or it malingers. 

Stretched on on the floor, here beside you and me. 
Should |, after tea and cakes and ices, 

Have the strength to force the moment to its crisis? 
But though | have wept and fasted, wept and prayed, 
Though | have seen my head (grown slightly bald) 
brought in upon a platter, 

| am no prophet—and here’s no great matter; 

| have seen the moment of my greatness flicker, 

And | have seen the eternal Footman hold my coat, and snicker, 


And in short, | was afraid. 


And would it have been worth it, after all, 

After the cups, the marmalade, the tea, 

Among the porcelain, among some talk of you and me, 
Would it have been worth while, 

To have bitten off the matter with a smile, 

To have squeezed the universe into a ball 

To roll it toward some overwhelming question, 

To say: “I am Lazarus, come from the dead, 

Come back to tell you all, | shall tell you all”— 


If one, settling a pillow by her head, 
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And would it have been worth it, after all, 
Would it have been worth while, 

After the sunsets and the dooryards and the sprinkled streets, 
After the novels, after the teacups, after the skirts 

that trail along the floor— 

And this, and so much more?— 

It is impossible to say just what | mean! 

But as if a magic lantern threw the nerves in patterns on a screen: 
Would it have been worth while If one, settling a 

pillow or throwing off a shawl, 

And turning toward the window, should say: 

“That is not it at all, 


That is not what | meant, at all.” 


No! | am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be; 
Am an attendant lord, one that will do 

To swell a progress, start a scene or two, 

Advise the prince; no doubt, an easy tool, 
Deferential, glad to be of use, 

Politic, cautious, and meticulous; 

Full of high sentence, but a bit obtuse; 

At times, indeed, almost ridiculous— 


Almost, at times, the Fool. 


| grow old ... | grow old ... 
| shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled. 
Shall | part my hair behind? Do | dare to eat a peach? 


| shall wear white flannel trousers, and walk upon the beach. 
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fhave seen them riding seaward on the wave: 
Combing the white hair of the waves blown be 


When the wind blows the water white and blac 


We have lingered in the chambers of the sea 
By sea-girls wreathed with seaweed red and brown 


Till human voices wake us, and we drown. 


20, Silent Screams © Aaron 


Can’t you hear my silent screams? 


They are so loud they echo in my dreams. 


Behind this face that carries a smile 


Lies a dark road that goes on mile after mile. 


My silent screams have been going on for years, 


But it always falls on so many deaf ears. 


How can they hear these silent screams in my mind? 


They can’t hear my thoughts if | keep telling them I’m fine. 


What can | tell them? These silent screams carry no words. 


It’s just feelings of sadness and darkness that come in its herds. 


How can | explain so people understand this? 


It’s like walking around in a suffocating black mist. 


It’s holding on to happiness like holding water in your hands. 


It just trickles between your fingers and disappears into the sands. 
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21, Solitude © Ella Wheele 
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Laugh, and the world laughs with you; 
Weep, and you weep alone. 

For the sad old earth must borrow its mirth, 
But has trouble enough of its own. 

Sing, and the hills will answer; 

Sigh, it is lost on the air. 

The echoes bound to a joyful sound, 


But shrink from voicing care. 


Rejoice, and men will seek you; 

Grieve, and they turn and go. 

They want full measure of all your pleasure, 
But they do not need your woe. 

Be glad, and your friends are many; 

Be sad, and you lose them all. 

There are none to decline your nectared wine, 


But alone you must drink life’s gall. 


Feast, and your halls are crowded; 
Fast, and the world goes by. 

Succeed and give, and it helps you live, 
But no man can help you die. 

There is room in the halls of pleasure 
For a long and lordly train, 

But one by one we must all file on 


Through the narrow aisles of pain. 
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eE upon a midnight dreary, while | pondere} 
Over many a quaint and curious volume of for 
While | nodded, nearly napping, suddenly ther 
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door. 
"Tis some visitor,’ | muttered, ‘tapping at my chamber door- 


Only this, and nothing more.’ 


Ah, distinctly | remember it was in the bleak December, 


And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor. 


Eagerly | wished the morrow;- vainly | had sought to borrow 
From my books surcease of sorrow- sorrow for the lost Lenore- 
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore- 


Nameless here for evermore. 


And the silken sad uncertain rustling of each purple curtain 
Thrilled me- filled me with fantastic terrors never felt before; 
So that now, to still the beating of my heart, | stood repeating, 
"Tis some visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door- 
Some late visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door;- 


This it is, and nothing more.’ 


Presently my soul grew stronger; hesitating then no longer, 

‘Sir,’ said I, ‘or Madam, truly your forgiveness | implore; 

But the fact is | was napping, and so gently you came rapping, 
And so faintly you came tapping, tapping at my chamber door, 
That | scarce was sure | heard you’- here | opened wide the door;- 


Darkness there, and nothing more. 


Deep into that darkness peerina. lona | stood there wonderina. 
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This | whispered, and an echo murmured bac! 


Merely this, and nothing more. 


Back into the chamber turning, all my soul within me burning, 
Soon again | heard a tapping somewhat louder than before. 
‘Surely,’ said I, ‘surely that is something at my window lattice: 
Let me see, then, what thereat is, and this mystery explore- 
Let my heart be still a moment and this mystery explore;- 


‘Tis the wind and nothing more.’ 


Open here | flung the shutter, when, with many a flirt and 

flutter, 

In there stepped a stately raven of the saintly days of yore; 

Not the least obeisance made he; not a minute stopped or stayed 
he; 

But, with mien of lord or lady, perched above my chamber door- 
Perched upon a bust of Pallas just above my chamber door- 


Perched, and sat, and nothing more. 


Then this ebony bird beguiling my sad fancy into smiling, 

By the grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore. 
‘Though thy crest be shorn and shaven, thou,’ | said, ‘art sure no 
craven, 

Ghastly grim and ancient raven wandering from the Nightly shore- 
Tell me what thy lordly name is on the Night’s Plutonian shore!’ 


Quoth the Raven, ‘Nevermore.’ 


Much | marvelled this ungainly fowl to hear discourse so plainly, 
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With such name as ‘Nevermore.’ 


But the raven, sitting lonely on the placid bust, spoke only 

That one word, as if his soul in that one word he did outpour. 
Nothing further then he uttered- not a feather then he fluttered- 
Till | scarcely more than muttered, ‘other friends have flown 
before- 

On the morrow he will leave me, as my hopes have flown before.’ 


Then the bird said, ‘Nevermore.’ 


Startled at the stillness broken by reply so aptly spoken, 
‘Doubtless,’ said I, ‘what it utters is its only stock and store, 
Caught from some unhappy master whom unmerciful Disaster 
Followed fast and followed faster till his songs one burden bore- 
Till the dirges of his Hope that melancholy burden bore 


Of ‘Never- nevermore.’ 


But the Raven still beguiling all my fancy into smiling, 

Straight | wheeled a cushioned seat in front of bird, and bust and 
door; 

Then upon the velvet sinking, | betook myself to linking 

Fancy unto fancy, thinking what this ominous bird of yore- 

What this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt and ominous bird of yore 


Meant in croaking ‘Nevermore.’ 


This | sat engaged in guessing, but no syllable expressing 
To the fowl whose fiery eyes now burned into my bosom’s core; 


This and more | sat divining, with my head at ease reclining 
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Then methought the air grew denser, perfume 
Swung by Seraphim whose footfalls tinkled or 
‘Wretch,’ | cried, ‘thy God hath lent thee- by these angels he 
hath sent thee 

Respite- respite and nepenthe, from thy memories of Lenore! 
Quaff, oh quaff this kind nepenthe and forget this lost Lenore!’ 


Quoth the Raven, ‘Nevermore.’ 


‘Prophet! said |, ‘thing of evil!- prophet still, if bird or 

devil!- 

Whether Tempter sent, or whether tempest tossed thee here ashore, 
Desolate yet all undaunted, on this desert land enchanted- 

On this home by horror haunted- tell me truly, | implore- 

Is there- is there balm in Gilead?- tell me- tell me, | implore!’ 


Quoth the Raven, ‘Nevermore.’ 


‘Prophet! said |, ‘thing of evil- prophet still, if bird or 

devil! 

By that Heaven that bends above us- by that God we both adore- 
Tell this soul with sorrow laden if, within the distant Aidenn, 

It shall clasp a sainted maiden whom the angels name Lenore- 
Clasp a rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore.’ 


Quoth the Raven, ‘Nevermore.’ 


‘Be that word our sign in parting, bird or fiend,’ | shrieked, 
upstarting- 
‘Get thee back into the tempest and the Night’s Plutonian shore! 


Leave no black plume as a token of that lie thy soul hath spoken! 


https://ozofe.com/top-poems/famous-poems-about-sadness-loneliness/ 35/45 


20:08 25/02/2024 27+ Famous Poems Of Sadness & Loneliness Will Make You Cry 


AKU OTS FEM O SYRE BTS Hatin day 


door!’ 


OZoFe.Com = time to read: 


18+ Profound & 

Famous Nature 

ci, »Fg@ miy < 
D... 


28 min 
Quoth the Raven, ‘Nevermore.’ 


And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, stil 


On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door; 

And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon’s that is dreaming, 
And the lamplight o’er him streaming throws his shadow on the 
floor; 

And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor 


Shall be lifted- nevermore! 


23, When You Are Old © William Butler Yeats 


WHEN you are old and grey and full of sleep, 
And nodding by the fire, take down this book, 
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look 
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep; 
How many loved your moments of glad grace, 
And loved your beauty with love false or true, 
But one man loved the pilgrim Soul in you, 
And loved the sorrows of your changing face; 
And bending down beside the glowing bars, 
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled 

And paced upon the mountains overhead 


And hid his face amid a crowd of stars. 


24, We Wear The Mask © Paul Laurence Dunbar 


We wear the mask that grins and lies, 


It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,— 
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Why should the world be overwise, 
In counting all our tears and sighs? 
Nay, let them only see us, while 


We wear the mask. 


We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries 
To thee from tortured souls arise. 

We sing, but oh the clay is vile 
Beneath our feet, and long the mile; 
But let the world dream otherwise, 


We wear the mask! 


25, The Genius Of The Crowd © Charles Bukowski 


There is enough treachery, hatred violence absurdity in the average 


Human being to supply any given army on any given day 


And the best at murder are those who preach against it 
And the best at hate are those who preach love 


And the best at war finally are those who preach peace 


Those who preach god, need god 
Those who preach peace do not have peace 


Those who preach peace do not have love 


Beware the preachers 
Beware the knowers 


Beware those who are always reading books 


BRavararn thacn vwstha anithar dAnatact nnvarh: 
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Beware those who are quick to censor 5 


They are afraid of what they do not know 
Beware those who seek constant crowds for 
They are nothing alone 

Beware the average man the average woman 
Beware their love, their love is average 


Seeks average 


But there is genius in their hatred 

There is enough genius in their hatred to kill you 
To kill anybody 

Not wanting solitude 

Not understanding solitude 

They will attempt to destroy anything 
That differs from their own 

Not being able to create art 

They will not understand art 

They will consider their failure as creators 
Only as a failure of the world 

Not being able to love fully 

They will believe your love incomplete 
And then they will hate you 

And their hatred will be perfect 


Like a shining diamond 
Like a knife 
Like a mountain 


Like a tiger 
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| know what the caged bird feels, alas! 
When the sun is bright on the upland slopes; 
When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass, 
And the river flows like a stream of glass; 

When the first bird sings and the first bud opes, 

And the faint perfume from its chalice steals— 


| know what the caged bird feels! 


| know why the caged bird beats his wing 

Till its blood is red on the cruel bars; 

For he must fly back to his perch and cling 
When he fain would be on the bough a-swing; 
And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars 
And they pulse again with a keener sting— 


| know why he beats his wing! 


| know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 

When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore ,— 
When he beats his bars and he would be free; 

It is not a carol of joy or glee, 

But a prayer that he sends from his heart’s deep core, 
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings— 


| know why the caged bird sings! 


27, One Art © Elizabeth Bishop 


The art of losing isn’t hard to master; 
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284'something every day. Accept the fluster 


of lost door keys, the hour badly spent. 


The art of losing isn’t hard to master. 


Then practice losing farther, losing faster: 
places, and names, and where it was you meant 


to travel. None of these will bring disaster. 


| lost my mother’s watch. And look! my last, or 
next-to-last, of three loved houses went. 


The art of losing isn’t hard to master. 


| lost two cities, lovely ones. And, vaster, 
some realms | owned, two rivers, a continent. 


| miss them, but it wasn’t a disaster. 


— Even losing you (the joking voice, a gesture 
| love) | shan’t have lied. It’s evident 
the art of losing’s not too hard to master 


though it may look like (Write it!) like disaster. 
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